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What will we review today?

● 4-year College Application & Admissions Process
● Requirements expected of your teacher and counselor 

regarding the Application Process
● How to utilize Naviance and enhance your college 

research and options
● Eric Ginsberg of Solutions Prep will present

Post-Secondary Pathways 4-Year Colleges/Universities

● The college application process for 4-year colleges and universities involves 
an extensive admissions review, a stricter timeline, and more factors to 
consider in order to find your “best fit.”



Senior College Packet
❏ College Packet (turned in to your School Counselor)

❏ Activity Form- list all sports, clubs, out-of-school activities, community service, 
awards, and honors

❏ Transcript Release Form- must be filled out by both parent and student, 

❏ Student Brag Sheet- provide as much detail as possible about accomplishments, 
goals, etc. 

❏ Parent Brag Sheet- optional; can be turned in as hard copy or emailed to 
counselor 

Letters of Recommendations
❏ Teacher Recommendations

❏ Ask (2) teachers in person for a letter of recommendation-  It is 
recommended that this is done before junior year concludes

❏ Teacher Recommendation Questionnaire- series of questions to be filled out 
for the teacher (blue form)

❏ Naviance Teacher Recommendation Request- Send a request for these 
teachers on Naviance after you have done the above steps. You will find 
these requests by clicking on “Colleges,” go to the “Apply to Colleges” 
section, and then click on “Letters of Recommendation”

Write a Thank You card- your teachers work hard on these letters FOR YOU- show your 
appreciation! :)

Naviance 
❏ Naviance Login & Password Check

❏ Continue to use Naviance to research colleges- College Visits, Super 
Match, Career tools

❏ In September, update Colleges I’m Thinking About & Colleges I’m 
Applying to

❏ Match Naviance Account with Common App Account- after you have 
created your common app account, go to Colleges I’m Applying to 
section, and click on red button to MATCH accounts



Applications and Deadlines
❏ Determine your FIRST application deadline and deadline type-  notify your 

counselor and teachers you asked for letters of recommendation once you know 
when your first deadline is. You should also be aware of the type of deadline it is: 
Early Action, Early Decision, Regular Decision, or Rolling

❏ YELLOW TRANSCRIPT REQUEST FORM- One of these forms must be filled 
out for each school and turned in to your counselor 15 SCHOOL DAYS before the 
deadline

❏ Know how you are applying to the college- Common App, Coalition app, or 
College’s Website

❏ Edit Your College Essay- utilize the writing clinic or ask your counselor for 
feedback to edit essay BEFORE submitting

College Tours, Open Houses & College Visits

❏ Tours- Go to the college website to schedule a tour. Try to schedule tours for 
non-school days, but if you must miss, you may receive up to 3 excused absences 
for college visits. Go to the attendance office before your visit to get the form!

❏ Take advantage of any virtual tours/events if you are unable to tour in person.

❏ Open Houses- colleges may host open house events that are great opportunities as 
well

❏ College Admissions Representative Visits- We offer students the opportunity to 
meet College Representatives right here at AHS! Sign up for College Rep Visits in 
Naviance. Please be mindful of which classes you are missing.

SAT, ACT, and AP Scores

❏ SAT and ACT- Students are responsible for registering for the SAT and ACT. If 
you decide that you would like to send your scores, students are also responsible 
for sending their score(s)  from their respective accounts to the colleges. Please 
note it may take up to 7-10 business days for the college to receive your scores

❏ AP Scores- Students are responsible for sending scores through collegeboard.org 
account

❏ Test Optional- If you are not sending test scores, please indicate this on your 
application

Scholarships
❏ When to apply- You can start applying at any time, but most students start 

submitting scholarship applications after they have completed their college 
applications. It depends on the scholarship deadlines!

❏ Where to apply- Look on each college’s website for opportunities, check your 
emails from the Guidance Department about scholarships we send out, look into 
local opportunities like Boy Scouts, your employers, and religious institutions, and 
view the Scholarship section on Naviance. You can also use search engines like 
Fastweb, Niche, and Big Future

❏ If you are unsure how legitimate an opportunity is, please check with your 
counselor

❏ If the Scholarship needs a Transcript or Letter of Recommendation-  Notify your 
counselor and turn in a Green Scholarship Form



NCAA- College-Bound Student Athletes

❏ NCAA Eligibility Center- If you have not done so already, register at 
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/

❏ If Signing a National Letter of Intent, please let our Athletic Director, Dennis 
Carey, know ASAP.

❏ Make sure you are Academically Eligible- Speak with your counselor about 
eligibility for NCAA sports

FAFSA, CSS Profile, & Fee Waivers
❏ FAFSA- Free Application for FEDERAL Student Aid– will open in December; 

attend or view our Financial Aid Night Presentation for more info, or visit 
studentaid.org. Many colleges will require you to fill out the FAFSA regardless or 
how much aid you think you are eligible for

❏ CSS Profile- may be required by your college to fill out to determine non-federal 
aid from the college. Check your student portal after applying to see if you should 
fill this out. 

❏ Fee Waivers- take advantage of application fee waivers if colleges offer it; if you 
took the SAT/ACT with a fee waiver, you may be eligible for more application fee 
waivers. Ask your counselor if you think you may qualify. 


